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Good moming Chairman tsaker and distinguishcd members ofthe Senate Veterans

Alfairs and Emcrgcncy Preparedness Commiltcc. My name is David Spigelmyer, Vice

President ofGovemm€nt Relations for Chesapeake Energy and Marcellus Shale

Coalition (MSC) Vice Chairman. with m€ today is Ralph Tijerina, Director of Health,

Sal'ety, Security, and Environment for Range Resources Appalachia L.L,C. Mr. Tijerina

is the chair the Joint safety Committee for the MSC and the Pennsylvania Independent

0il and Gas Association (PIOGA).

The MSC is indeed committed to safe operatiofls and we applaud the el'forts ofyour

committee io height€n the a\aareness ofpreparing for emergencies and to lost€r

cooperalive tmining between industry and the first responder community. As the MSC

testifiedjust a little over a week ago to another important Senate oonmittee, safely and

environmental protection are paramount to ever!4hing we do h€re in the Commonweallh

and we are committed to meeting world class standards hete in Pennsylvania. As you

know, this industry is not new to Pcmsylvania as ue have drilled as many as 4,000

convcntional wclls arurually in the commonweallh and have been doing so for in excess

of 150 years. Ilowever, with the development ofthe Marcellus Shale, we arc working to

expand trainiog programs with emergency management officials in regions thal we have

not historically operated. Ralph Tijerina is with mc today and he can share witlt you

some ofthejoint kaining programs thal we are working to expand across Pennsylvania

through the Marcellus Shale Coalition.

Thc Satbty Committee, which Mr. Tijerina Chairs, was lbrmed within PIOGA ([OGA at

the time) at the end of2008. With the developmenl ofthe Marcellus Shale industry and



our new Coalition, ajoint MSCI PIOGA Safety Committee was formed lo addtess the

training needs ofcommunilies across the Commonwealth,

During the fomalion ofthejoint Safcty Committcc. training disciplines were defined and

subcommitlees formed. Those subcommittees include: Construction, Drilling,

Completions (includes well preparation, hydraulic fracturing and flowback), Production,

Midstream, and Crisis Managcment. Each subcommidec is assigned a chair to oversee

the group and dcvelop recommended bsst management practic€s. 'l bese practices uill be

reviewed and approwJ fbr use by the membership oflhe organizations,

Membcrs ofthe Satbty Clommittee are comprised ol stall'tiom local op€Iators, service

companies, consultants, and representatives from various govemmenlal agencies such as

OSHA. llF-P and Public Safely.

Training for tirst responders and other public ollicials has hislorically been provided by

individual opemlors upon request. Ilowever, the industry is also \to*ing to proaatively

develop regional training irtitiativcs in cooperation with PEMA and regional emergency

management officials. Our industry has reached out to dilTercna organizations such as

CCAP to provide a better understanding ofour operations and induslry related activities'

One primary example ofour training prog&ms rclates to an industry collaborative with

the Lycoming County Gas Bxploration Task Force. 'l'hc lask I'orce contacted IOGA at

thc cnd of2008 with a requcst lbr indusby to provide an education fortun on oru safety

practices and emergency response procedures in an effoi to better understand emergency

response needs should a situation occur. More than 50 representativcs from Lycoming

County's Rrsl rcsponder community attended the initial briefing oonduct€d by the natural

gas industry. Attendees at this briefing included; firefighters, emergency management

officials, law enforcement and lhe education community. Since then, numerous public

awarcners ard safcty presentations have been provided to fiIst rcsponders in the Nodh
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Cenral, Southwest and Norlhwest Pemsylvania regions. Representatives from PEMA,

DEP, State Fire Marshalls and law enforsenent have been given orientations on safety

procedures in our industry. As a follow up, an emgrge[cy responsc exercise was

condusted with numcrous agencies in the Lycoming County region in the fall of2009. It

included more than 80 participants from the first rcsponder community, local agencies

and representatives from area hospitals. Gap analyses were developed to deterrnine

\,r'herc additional rcsources should be applied to prcparc first resporders for welt

emergencies. Understanding well and pipeline opeEtions was the basis oflhe trairung, as

well as setting expectations for first responders when ariving on the scene ofa working

incident.

Numerous first responder groups from various parts ofthe Marcellus shile development

areas have approached (h€ Salbty Conrnitt€€ requ€sting training and education semmall.

The Commiftee has rec€ntly decided that the training can be best orgalrircd in

coordination with the State Fire Commissioner's O{Iice since they manage the Fire

Academy. This decision will enable us to besl provide lraining to first rcsponders

utilizing adjuncl trainers who work cooperatively wilh the Fire Commissioner.

Severdl m€etings have been held in the second quarter b€tween industry reprgsentativ€s,

the State Fire Commissioner's Office and other agencies to set goals, develop training

cuniculum, and to address ti9 lbrmat lbr kaining. An imporlant part ofthese discussions

was to se! appropriate expectations for first responderc arriving et the scane ofan

emergency situation. While first responders may need to manage a fire or other

emergency al an unmanned facility. such as a producing natural gas well, all parti€s agrge

that emergencies at a drilling or well completion site must be managed by the olerator.

Fimt rcsponders may become acquainted with some \xell site €quipmer but ca lot be

expected to understand the operation and complexity of thes€ instruments. Penn Colleg€

ofl cchnology in Williamsport has been a part of the discussion to provide both

I,1 NRCLLLUS
SHALE COALITION



educational needs for lorkers in the industry and establish a fire fighting school for well

site activities.

Responding to mcdical emcrgcncies is anothcr area in which responders need orientation

training so they know what to expecl upon anival. The first of such efforts was a Crusb

lnjury Seminar, conducted in cooperation u'ith the medical community in Lycoming

County.

Once again, the induslry is reaching out to conduct first responder training aqoss the

Commonwcalth. Most first respond€rs are volunteers so the scheduling is either in the

evenings or conducted on weekends. Saf€ty and emcrgency response training has b€en

going on for years throughout the Commonwealth. Our goal is to provide the necessary

training inside our companies so incidents are rare. Hcwever, we will also conduct

training extemally so thal in the event ofan incident, first responders may adequat€ly

respond.

Thaft you.
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